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THE WRITING OF GOD  
EXODUS 32 

 

 

Text: Exodus 32:16 
 
(Exodus 32:16)  "And the tables were the work of God, 
and the writing was the writing of God, graven upon 
the tables." 
 
Introduction:   
 
There are three places in the Bible where God 
physically wrote something with His own hand.  Notice 
 

1.  THE HANDWRITING ON THE TABLETS 

COMMANDS US 
 
(Exodus 20:1-17)  "And God spake all these words, 
saying, {2} I am the LORD thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage. {3} Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
{4} Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or 
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: {5} Thou shalt not bow down thyself 
to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a 
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
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them that hate me; {6} And showing mercy unto 
thousands of them that love me, and keep my 
commandments. {7} Thou shalt not take the name of 
the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain. {8} 
Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. {9} Six days 
shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: {10} But the 
seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it 
thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy 
daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: {11} 
For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and 
hallowed it. {12} Honour thy father and thy mother: 
that thy days may be long upon the land which the 
LORD thy God giveth thee. {13} Thou shalt not kill. {14} 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. {15} Thou shalt not 
steal. {16} Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy 
neighbour. {17} Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor 
his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his 
ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbour's." 
 
 A.  Reveals God’s Demands 
 
  1.  Sin is a transgression of these          
  commandments.  (1 John 3:4) 
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(1 John 3:4)  "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth 
also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law." 
 
  2.  No one has obeyed these            
  commandments.  (Rom 3:23) 
 
(Romans 3:23)  "For all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God;" 
 
  3.  To offend in the least is to be guilty of         
  all.  (James 2:10) 
 
(James 2:10)  "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all." 
 

2.  THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL 

CONDEMNS US 
 
(Daniel 5:1-30)  "Belshazzar the king made a great feast 
to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine before the 
thousand. {2} Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, 
commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels 
which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the 
temple which was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his 
princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink 
therein. {3} Then they brought the golden vessels that 
were taken out of the temple of the house of God 
which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, 
his wives, and his concubines, drank in them. {4} They 
drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, 
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of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone. {5} In the same 
hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote 
over against the candlestick upon the plaster of the 
wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the part of 
the hand that wrote. {6} Then the king's countenance 
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that 
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote 
one against another. {7} The king cried aloud to bring in 
the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. 
And the king spake, and said to the wise men of 
Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and show 
me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and 
shall be the third ruler in the kingdom. {8} Then came 
in all the king's wise men: but they could not read the 
writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation 
thereof. {9} Then was king Belshazzar greatly troubled, 
and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords 
were astonied. {10} Now the queen by reason of the 
words of the king and his lords came into the banquet 
house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for 
ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy 
countenance be changed: {11} There is a man in thy 
kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in 
the days of thy father light and understanding and 
wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; 
whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I 
say, thy father, made master of the magicians, 
astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers; {12} 
Forasmuch as an excellent spirit, and knowledge, and 
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understanding, interpreting of dreams, and showing of 
hard sentences, and dissolving of doubts, were found 
in the same Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar: now let Daniel be called, and he will show 
the interpretation. {13} Then was Daniel brought in 
before the king. And the king spake and said unto 
Daniel, Art thou that Daniel, which art of the children 
of the captivity of Judah, whom the king my father 
brought out of Jewry? {14} I have even heard of thee, 
that the spirit of the gods is in thee, and that light and 
understanding and excellent wisdom is found in thee. 
{15} And now the wise men, the astrologers, have been 
brought in before me, that they should read this 
writing, and make known unto me the interpretation 
thereof: but they could not show the interpretation of 
the thing: {16} And I have heard of thee, that thou 
canst make interpretations, and dissolve doubts: now if 
thou canst read the writing, and make known to me 
the interpretation thereof, thou shalt be clothed with 
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about thy neck, and 
shalt be the third ruler in the kingdom. {17} Then 
Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts 
be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will 
read the writing unto the king, and make known to him 
the interpretation. {18} O thou king, the most high God 
gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and 
majesty, and glory, and honour: {19} And for the 
majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and 
languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he 
would he slew; and whom he would he kept alive; and 
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whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put 
down. {20} But when his heart was lifted up, and his 
mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him: {21} 
And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart 
was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with 
the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen, and 
his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew 
that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men, 
and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will. 
{22} And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled 
thine heart, though thou knewest all this; {23} But hast 
lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they 
have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and 
thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, 
have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the 
gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and 
stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God 
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy 
ways, hast thou not glorified: {24} Then was the part of 
the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 
{25} And this is the writing that was written, MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. {26} This is the interpretation 
of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, 
and finished it. {27} TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting. {28} PERES; Thy 
kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and 
Persians. {29} Then commanded Belshazzar, and they 
clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning 
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him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 
{30} In that night was Belshazzar the king of the 
Chaldeans slain." 
 
 A.  Writing That Reveals A Glaring Deficit 
 
  1.  We lack righteousness because we have         
  broken God’s Law. 
 
  2.  We are weighed in the balances and         
  found wanting. 
 

3.  THE HANDWRITING IN THE SAND CLEARS 

US 
 
(John 8:1-11)  "Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. {2} 
And early in the morning he came again into the 
temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat 
down, and taught them. {3} And the scribes and 
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in 
adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, {4} 
They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in 
adultery, in the very act. {5} Now Moses in the law 
commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what 
sayest thou? {6} This they said, tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, 
and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
heard them not. {7} So when they continued asking 
him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 
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{8} And again he stooped down, and wrote on the 
ground. {9} And they which heard it, being convicted by 
their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning 
at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left 
alone, and the woman standing in the midst. {10} 
When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but 
the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those 
thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee? {11} 
She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, 
Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more." 
 
 A.  Writing That Precedes A Glorious Deliverance 
 
  1.  The first writing pictures the first  
  writing of the Ten Commandments.  (vss 6) 
 
(John 8:6)  "This they said, tempting him, that they 
might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, 
and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
heard them not." 
 
   a.  The first tablet was broken. 
 
   b.  They were all as guilty as she was         
   (vs 7) 
 
(John 8:7)  "So when they continued asking him, he 
lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is 
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her." 
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   c.  The Lord did not need reminding          
   what the law said it was His           
   finger that wrote it. 
 
  2.  The second writing pictures the second         
  set of tablets that were placed in the ark         
  and covered by the mercy seat where the        
  blood was sprinkled.  (Ex 40:20) 
 
(Exodus 40:20)  "And he took and put the testimony 
into the ark, and set the staves on the ark, and put the 
mercy seat above upon the ark:" 
 
  3.  Law and Grace are not in competition         
  with each other.  They complement each         
  other. 
 
   a.  Before we can be cleared by           
   God’s grace we must see            
   ourselves condemned by God’s          
   Law. 
 
   b.  There must be conviction before          
   conversion. 
 
  4.  The basis for Jesus statement “Neither         
  do I condemn thee” was the fact that         
  shortly He would be condemned in her         
  place. 
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  5.  Notice the order of Jesus’ words to the         
  woman.  It was not “Go and sin no          
  more, and I will not condemn thee.”          
  That would have been works not grace.           
 
“There is therefore now no condemnation.”  (Rom 8:1) 
 
(Romans 8:1)  "There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
 
 
 

 


